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District News 

District Training 
In September we were able to offer training at Brent 
Pelham for those learning Plain Bob. Five learners at 
various stages took advantage, from plain courses, 
through touches to conducting. Thanks are due to all 
those who helped on the day, and to Tracey in 
particular for running the event. 

Training comes at different levels.  Initial handling, 
rounds and call changes and the early methods are 
often best dealt with at tower level, but once you have 
progressed beyond what your tower can offer the 
district can provide support. It may involve joining 
another practice, or attending special one-off events.  

Watch out for forthcoming training events in the 
District calendar, and if you have any ideas or requests 
for training just speak to one of the district officers.  

District Outing 
A select but enthusiastic group joined the district 
outing to the Chelmsford area on Saturday 15 
October.  

Ably organised by Nick Dyne, the group visited 6 
towers in central Essex. Starting at Great Waltham, 
the outing moved on to Little Waltham and Boreham 
before stopping in Sandon (Essex!) for lunch. 
Fortunately the church was opposite the lunchtime 
pub so was easy to find.  

The same couldn’t be said for Galleywood which 
several ringers reached late after being forced onto 
the A12. The final tower was Ingatestone. 

A thoroughly good time was had by all, although it 
was a shame that more people were not able to take 
part. In particular thanks are due to Nick for 
arranging this for us. 

 

District Carol Service 
The District joined forces with our friends in Eastern 
District for the annual carol service. This year it was 
our turn to host so we held it at Standon.  

As usual there was ringing beforehand and many of 
those at the service took the opportunity to grab 
hold. The Lay Reader was very complimentary about 
the standard of ringing. 

The service included both Advent and Christmas 
carols, interspersed with a selection of readings, 
biblical and otherwise. We concluded with the 
Calypso Carol. 

Mulled wine and mince pies followed, and the 
chance to catch up with old acquaintances. One of 
nicest things about the carol service is even those are 
no longer able to ring are still able to join in. 

Campanophile closes 

Some of the more digitally active amongst you will 
have used Campanophile in the past. Unfortunately 
the website has now closed. 

Bellboard, the website set up by The Ringing World, 
is still going strong. 
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Tower News 
Thorley 
Ringing is currently limited at Thorley after a loose 
piece of timber got dislodged and trapped in a 
wheel. The damage sustained by the wheel of the 
5th is significant and will require either repair or 
replacement. An application for a grant towards the 
work will be considered at the Annual District 
Meeting. 

Sawbridgeworth 
On 6th November, at Sawbridgeworth, the clapper on 
the 3rd broke through metal fatigue. As this 
happened just before Sawbridgeworth and Stortford 
Swans played each other in the Ringing League the 
match had to be rescheduled. Fortunately, no other 
damage was sustained.  

Bishop’s Stortford 
Bishop’s Stortford installed a dumbell for practising 
handling at the beginning of November. It was 
supplied by Matthew Higby, has a 4ft diameter wheel 
and rings like a 4cwt bell.  

 

The Newsletter Editor is Stephen Coley 
and all contributions should be sent to 
him at either 4 Stanelow Crescent, 
Standon SG11 1QF or via email at 
coley4@outlook.com 
 

Annual District Meeting 
The Annual District Meeting this year is at Much 
Hadham. There is ringing from 3.00pm, a service at 
4.00pm, and tea and meeting at the Mission Hall in 
Green Tye from 5.00pm. The hall is in the middle of 
the village, on the left just past the Prince of Wales 
pub and opposite Wright’s tomato farm. It has its 
own parking. Names for tea please to Helen Roach by 
Wednesday 18 January, text or phone 07957 560 458, 
email helen.roach@icloud.com. 

Everyone should make the effort to attend as not 
only do we reflect on the events of the past year but 
also plan what we will be doing in the year ahead. If 
last year’s programme was not to your taste, now is 
the time to make your voice heard. We organise the 
programme to cater for everybody, from rounds and 
call changes onwards, but without your input we can 
only take an informed guess as to what will attract 
you. 

We will also be considering a grant for the damaged 
wheel at Thorley, so if you’d like to contribute to that 
discussion please come along. 

Raise funds for the HCACR Bell 
Restoration Fund the easy way! 
The Hertford County Bell Restoration Fund pays out  
grants of thousands of pounds every year to tower and 
bell restoration projects throughout Hertfordshire. To 
support more projects, we need to raise more money.  

You can help every time you go shopping on the internet. 
From Sainsbury’s and Waitrose to Amazon and ebay, all 
will donate every time you shop. And we can claim Gift 
Aid too! We’ve raised nearly £250 in the last 8 months, 
and that’s with only 26 members! 

It’s simple to do: 

- Register at www.easyfundraising.org.uk    

- Select ‘Hertford County Bell Restoration Fund’ as your 
good cause 

- Access all your usual on-line suppliers via the 
easyfundraising website. Why not sign up now? 

The easyfundraising website has full details of what you 
need to do and how it all works. 

If you feel you need someone to talk to, email Stephen 
Coley at coley4@outlook.com. 
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